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Our Safeguarding Commitment 
As an agency of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we have a zero tolerance 
for all forms of abuse and are committed to safeguarding everyone 
involved in its activities, ministries, and services. The safety and 
wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

 

Accessibility 
Brisbane Catholic Education is committed to providing accessible  
services to people from all culturally and linguistically diverse 

backgrounds. If you have difficulty understanding this document, you can 
contact Translating and Interpreting Service National on 13 14 50 to 
arrange for an interpreter to translate it for you. 

 

Contact for enquiries 
Sacred Heart Sandgate 
 

Turrbal Country,  

92 Brighton Rd, Sandgate 4017 

07 32693427  

https://www.shssandgate.qld.edu.au/ 

 

 
Attributions 

Artwork: Ngulli Gumera artwork by Waylene Currie of WRLC Arts, 2025. 

Cover:(c) Brisbane Catholic Education, Sacred Heart Catholic School Sandgate, 2026 

Page 4:(c) Brisbane Catholic Education, Sacred Heart Catholic School Sandgate, 2026 

© The State of Queensland (Queensland Family and Child Commission) Guidelines 
for implementing the Universal Principle and Child Safe Standards in Queensland. 
These Guidelines and the related symbols contained in this work are adapted from 
material licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 4.0 
International licence.  

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
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We at Sacred Heart School, would 
like to acknowledge and thank 

the Turrbul people, especially the 
elders past and present, for 

allowing us to share their land.     

We Promise to look after the land 
and sea     

(touch the ground and say)     

and all the grows from it.     

We promise to look after the sky     

(stretch arms to the sky and say)     

and all that flies through it.     

We promise to look after the 
people     

(open arms in front and say)     

with wisdom, kindness and mercy     
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Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Sandgate, is committed to creating 
environments where children and young people feel protected, valued, and 
heard. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility, and every child has the right to 
grow and thrive free from harm. 

We are guided by our Christian Catholic Tradition and the teachings of Jesus 
Christ who advocated for the protection of children and the marginalised. Our 
mission to teach, challenge and transform through our educational endeavours is 
actioned by Catholic Social Teaching, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

The Queensland Government recently introduced new Child Safe Standards. 
These Standards clearly outline what child safe organisations must do to create 
environments where children are protected, respected and able to speak up. 
They focus on building safe, welcoming cultures, hearing and valuing children’s 
voices, working closely with families, celebrating diversity, making sure the right 
people work with children, responding quickly to concerns, and always looking for 
ways to improve safety. 

Throughout 2026, our school will review its compliance against the new Child Safe Standards using a phased approach 
in line with Queensland Family and Child Commission guidelines. We will review, self-assess and report against 
selected Standards each term, building towards full implementation and continuous improvement across all Standards 
by the end of the year. This staged process allows Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School to embed the Standards 
meaningfully and ensure our practices reflect the needs, voices and safety of our students. 

As a Catholic school within the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we honour the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Commitment and 
uphold the values of Catholic education in our safeguarding practices. 

This School Safeguarding Plan is developed in consultation with students, families, and employees, and is 
contextualised to our local school environment. It reflects our commitment to continuous improvement, cultural safety, 
and child-centred practice, and is supported by both Brisbane Catholic Education policies and procedures and school-
specific safeguarding actions. Further Information about BCE wide practices can be accessed here. 

For more information or to request accessible formats, please contact the school Principal.  

 

https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/aboutus/Pages/BCE-Policies.aspx
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Sacred Heart Catholic School | Safeguarding Plan 2026 

At Sacred Heart, child safety and wellbeing are embedded in our organisational leadership, governance and culture.  There is a clear reporting 

framework when there are disclosures of harm.  There are four Student Protection Contacts at Sacred Heart to ensure accessibility and availability..  

SPC details are displayed in all classrooms and present at whole school assemblies to ensure students are aware who can support them.  These 

presentations at assembly also provide opportunities for behaviours to be modelled and reinforced for the students.  The Sacred Heart Behaviour 

STAR matrix is a key tool used to promote child safety and wellbeing and is displayed in every classroom, there is a whole school focus each 

week which is discussed at meet and greet, and assembly. 

The Brisbane Archdiocese Safeguarding Commitment is displayed in the school office and staffroom, reflecting that the safety and wellbeing of 

children is at the heart of every aspect of Sacred Heart’s operations, decision-making, and culture.  Volunteer and Staff mandatory training is 

completed yearly and accurate records maintained.  Codes of Conduct are available through the school website and newsletter. 

Sacred Heart maintains strong communication and engagement with families and the broader community to support a child-safe culture. Child 

safety and wellbeing information is shared through the Sacred Heart newsletters, discussions and consultation occur through parent information 

evenings, P&F and Board meetings.  Student voice is sort through the Student Representative Council where students consult on the safety and 

wellbeing issues that are significant to them. 

Staff consultation and shared responsibility are supported at Sacred Heart through regular opportunities for feedback and discussion. Input is 

sought from staff at regular intervals through briefings and staff meetings. Fortnightly Student Support Team meetings discuss wellbeing and 

risk considerations. Clear roles and responsibilities are communicated so Sacred Heart staff understand reporting pathways and expectations. 

All staff complete yearly Student Protection Training and additional Student Protection training throughout the year.  Sacred Heart staff survey 

data states that 100% of staff believe that student safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 

 Sacred Heart conducts regular policy reviews, clear monitoring and reporting mechanisms, and transparent processes that support 

accountability at all levels. Risk management at Sacred Heart is strengthened through crisis management plans, personal evacuation plans, and 

risk assessments for activities and individual student needs. These measures support proactive identification of risks, consistent documentation 

and follow-up, and ongoing refinement of practices to strengthen child safety and wellbeing across the schoolل  

At Sacred Heart, we display visual representations such as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, artwork and begin school gatherings with 

the school Acknowledgement of Country, and maps of Indigenous Australia are in all classrooms. 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ ەؤ Ķĺؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒� 
 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒ĀĲؤ┐ĺ ž♀╒ؤž¯╛ĔĀؤ♀φŹαĀĲ�ؤĲžűĺ Āņؤž╒ĐؤĶα╛ؤĀ╛ؤĀ♀ĔĲĀ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤŹžĀαĺ ♀Ĳؤž╒Đؤ♀ĺ Ĳ☺╛╒ĐĲؤĀ╛ؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒Āؤĵ ╛φ· ĺ  
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒Āؤ☺ž♀Āφ· φ☺žĀφ╛╒ؤφ╒ǾĔĺ ╒· ĺ ĲؤĐĺ · φĲφ╛╒�═ ž─φ╒Ź 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤ· Ĕ┐ĀĔ♀ž┐ؤĲžűĺ ĀņؤĲαž☺ĺ Ĳؤ╛Ĕ♀ؤž☺☺♀╛ž· α 
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒Ā 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ ەؤ Ķĺؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 
 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤ╛Ĕ♀ؤĲ· α╛╛┐ؤ· ╛═ ═ Ĕ╒φ· žĀĺ ĲؤĲžűĺ ŹĔž♀Đφ╒Źؤĺ Ņ☺ĺ · ĀžĀφ╛╒ĲؤĀ╛ؤűž═ φ┐φĺ Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤűž═ φ┐φĺ Ĳؤž╒Đؤ· ╛═ ═ Ĕ╒φĀφĺ Ĳؤ☺ž♀Āφ· φ☺žĀĺ Ĳžűĺؤ╒φؤ Āņؤž╒ĐؤĶĺ ┐┐̄ ĺ φ╒Źؤφ╒φĀφžĀφĵ ĺ Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤĺ ╒ŹžŹĺ Ĳؤµؤ^طž╒Đؤ· ╛═ ═ Ĕ╒φĀņؤ☺ž♀Ā╒ĺ ♀Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤűĺ ĺ Đ¯ž· ŹžĀαĺؤφĲؤ─ ♀ĺ Đؤž╒Đؤž· Āĺ Đؤ╒╛ؤ 
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤ� ĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ ەؤ Ķĺؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 
 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤ☺♀╛═╛Āĺ Ĳؤĺ ☼ĔφĀņ�ؤφ╒· ┐ĔĲφ╛╒ؤž╒Đؤ♀ĺ Ĳ☺ĺ · Āؤű╛♀ؤĐφĵ ĺ ♀ĲφĀņؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĲĔ☺☺╛♀ĀĲؤž╒ĐؤžĐ⌐ĔĲĀ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲؤž♀ĺ ĵ╛♀☺ؤ φĐĺ Đؤű╛♀ؤĐφĵ ĺ ♀Ĳĺ ĺ┐ؤ ž♀╒ĺ ♀Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤ· Ĕ┐ĀĔ♀ž┐ؤĲžűĺ Āņؤž╒Đؤž╒Āφ�ĐφĲ· ♀φ═ φ╒žĀφ╛╒ؤ☺♀ž· Āφ· ĺ Ĳؤž♀ĺ ĺؤ ═ ¯ĺ ĐĐĺ Đؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒ĀĲؤž· · ĺ ĲĲؤĲžűĺ ŹĔž♀Đφ╒Źؤφ╒ű╛♀═ žĀφ╛╒ؤĲĔφĀž¯┐ĺ Āαĺؤ♀╛űؤ ═  ؤ
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ Ķĺؤ۴ؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 
 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĶĺ ·Ĳؤ ♀ĺ ĺ ̄╒╛ؤž╒Đؤ╒ ╛ž♀Đؤĺ ═☺┐╛ņĺ ĺ Ĳ�ؤĵ ╛┐Ĕ╒Āĺ ĺ ♀Ĳؤž╒ĐؤĀαφ♀Đؤ☺ž♀Āφĺ Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĶĺ ĺؤ ╒ĲĔ♀ĺ Ĳžűĺؤ ĲĔ☺ĺؤ ♀ĵ φĲφ╛╒ؤž╒Đؤ· ╛╒ĐĔ· Āؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĶĺ 9ؤž☺☺┐ņؤ : Gؤ♀ĺ · ♀ĔφĀ═ ĺ ╒Āؤž╒Đؤf ·╛♀☺ؤ∏ ĺ ĐĔ♀ĺ Ĳؤű╛♀ؤĺ ═☺┐╛ņĺ ĺ Ĳؤž╒Đؤĵ ╛┐Ĕ╒Āĺ ĺ ♀Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĶĺ ·Ā♀žؤ ĺ─ؤž╒Đؤ─ ĺ Ĳžűĺؤ☺ ŹĔž♀Đφ╒ŹؤĲ· ♀ĺ ĺ ╒φ╒Źؤ♀ĺ ☼Ĕφ♀ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲؤ· Ĕ♀♀ĺ ╒Āؤ 
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛ű Œĺ ♀═ Ķĺؤ�ؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 

fؤ� ╛ĶؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒ĀĲؤž╒Đؤűž═ φ┐φĺ Ĳؤ· ž╒ؤ♀žφĲĺ ·ؤ ╛╒· ĺ ♀╒Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤĺ ╒ĲĔ♀ĺ Ĳؤ· αφ┐Đ�ű╛· ĔĲĺ Đ�ؤĀ♀žĔ═ ž�φ╒ű╛♀═ ĺ Đؤ♀ĺ Ĳ☺╛╒Ĳĺ Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤ· ╛═☺┐žφ╒ĀĲؤž♀ĺ ĺ♀ؤ · ╛♀Đĺ Đ�ؤ═ ž╒žŹĺ Đؤž╒Đؤĺ Ĳ· ž┐žĀĺ Đؤž╒Đؤ♀ĺ Ĳ╛┐ĵ ĺ Đؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤφ═☺┐ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲؤĀαĺ ĺ∏ؤ ☺╛♀Āž¯┐ĺ :ؤ ╛╒ĐĔ· Āؤ¿ · αĺ ═ ĺ  ؤ
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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k╒ؤ┐φ╒ĺ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ Ķĺؤ۴ؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 

fؤ� ╛Ķؤĺ ═☺┐╛ņĺ ĺ Ĳ�ؤĵ ╛┐Ĕ╒Āĺ ĺ ♀Ĳؤž╒ĐؤĀαφ♀Đؤ☺ž♀Āφĺ Ĳؤ· ╛═☺┐ĺ Āĺ ĺ♀ؤ ☼Ĕφ♀ĺ ĐؤĲžűĺ ŹĔž♀Đφ╒ŹؤĀ♀žφ╒φ╒Źؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤ♀ĺ φ╒ű╛♀· ĺ ĲؤĲžűĺ ŹĔž♀Đφ╒Źؤ☺♀ž· Āφ· ĺ ĀαĺؤĀα♀╛ĔŹα╛ĔĀؤ ņĺؤ ž♀ؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤ· Ĕ┐ĀĔ♀ž┐ؤ· ž☺ž¯φ┐φĀņؤφĲؤĺ ═ ¯ĺ ĐĐĺ Đؤφ╒ؤĀ♀žφ╒φ╒Źؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤ═ ╛╒φĀ╛♀Ĳؤž╒ĐؤĲĔ☺☺╛♀ĀĲؤĺ ═☺┐╛ņĺ ĺ Ĳؤž╒Đؤĵ ╛┐Ĕ╒Āĺ ĺ ♀ĲؤĀ╛ؤĔ╒Đĺ ♀Āž─ĺ ═ؤ ž╒ĐžĀ╛♀ņؤĀ♀žφ╒φ╒Źؤ 
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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φ╒ĺ┐ؤ╒kؤ φ═☺┐ĺؤ♀Ĕ╛ؤĶφĀαؤ ═ ĺ ╒ĀžĀφ╛╒ؤ☺┐ž╒�ؤžĀؤĀαĺ ĺؤ ╒Đؤ╛űؤŒĺ ♀═ Ķĺؤ�ؤ ĺؤ┐┐Ķφؤ Ņ☺┐žφ╒�ؤ 

fؤ� ╛Ķؤ☺αņĲφ· ž┐ؤĲ☺ž· ĺ Ĳؤž♀ĺ Đĺؤ ĲφŹ╒ĺ Đؤž╒ĐؤĲĔ☺ĺ ♀ĵ φĲĺ Đؤű╛♀ؤĲžűĺ Āņؤ 
fؤ� ╛ĶؤĀαĺ ·Ĳؤ α╛╛┐ؤ☺♀╛═╛Āĺ Ĳؤ╛╒┐φ╒ĺ Ĳžűĺؤ Āņؤű╛♀ؤĲĀĔĐĺ ╒ĀĲؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķؤĺ ═☺┐╛ņĺ ĺ Ĳ�ؤ═ ╛Đĺ Ĳžűĺؤ┐ ؤ̄┐ĐφŹφĀžؤ ĺ αžĵ φ╛Ĕ♀Ĳؤ 
fؤ� ╛Ķ̄ؤ ╛Āαؤ☺αņĲφ· ž┐ؤ♀╛ؤ╛╒┐φ╒ĺ ĺؤ ╒ĵ φ♀╛╒═ ĺ ╒Āž┐ؤ♀φĲ─Ĳؤž♀ĺ žĲĲĺؤ ĲĲĺ Đؤž╒Đؤ═ ž╒žŹĺ Đؤ 
Gĵؤ� φĐĺ ╒· ĺ ·ž♀☺ؤű╛ؤ Āφ· ĺ ž╒╒ĺ┐☺ؤž╒Đؤ Đؤφ═☺♀╛ĵ ĺ ═ ĺ ╒ĀĲ 
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Sacred Heart remains committed to fostering a culture of child safety and wellbeing, with school safety data 
indicating positive progress. Ongoing monitoring of the Tell Them from Me survey results, together with 
regular reviews of Employee Safeguarding Culture Risks, confirms that students and staff, on the whole, feel 
secure at school. Current practices are effectively supporting positive wellbeing outcomes.  

Reviews of processes and procedures, along with feedback collection, are undertaken in partnership with 
students, carers, and the wider community through the Student Representative Council, Parents and Friends 
Association, and the School Board. The most recent Homework policy review involved consultation with both 
students and families during a dedicated Homework Forum, giving all stakeholders the opportunity to share 
their views. This collaborative approach of review ensured that student safety and wellbeing continued to be 
at the forefront of policy development.  

To further strengthen the wellbeing and safety of every student at Sacred Heart, comprehensive reviews are 
undertaken with stakeholders following critical incidents. This process aims to drive continuous improvement 
in safety and wellbeing practices. It may involve developing management plans and utilising risk assessment 
tools to better mitigate risks and ensure ongoing protection and support for students.  

Sacred Heart further strengthens its commitment to review and improvement through regular meetings with 
Student Protection Contacts and student support teams, in addition to student voice structures such as 
Student Representative Council gatherings. The school utilises a variety of data sources, including the Engage 
behaviour management system, attendance data and workplace health and safety tools ensure the 
information collected informs ongoing improvement and enhances student outcomes. These insights also 
help to identify emerging trends, guiding future actions.  
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Sacred Heart Catholic School is committed to maintaining a child safe environment through the 
development and regular review of comprehensive policies and procedures which address the 
requirements of the Child Safe Standards and the Universal Principle. These documents outline clear 
expectations for staff, volunteers, and visitors to ensure that all students are protected from harm and 
supported in their wellbeing. We foster an open culture where the rights of children are respected and 
promoted, and where everyone is encouraged to speak up about any concerns relating to safety or 
conduct.  The Employee Safeguarding Culture Risk shows that all staff care about safeguarding. 

Policies and Procedures are accessible through the school newsletter and the school website.  Results 
from a school diversity survey indicated that the policies and procedures are currently accessible by 
those families in the community who are culturally diverse.   

At Sacred Heart, the BCE Safeguarding Storybooks are used as a tool with students to promote the 
school’s commitment to safety and wellbeing in a child-friendly way.  The school’s commitment to child 
safety and safeguarding is communicated to parents and families through the newsletter, P&F and 
board meetings and to prospective parents during their Prep Enrolment interview.   
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